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[ Abstract]

Classification schemes have served as one of the major searching functions ofthe
online bookstore. However, because there are quite a few classification schemes being
used among online bookstores, books of the same field are likely to be placed under
different subject headings in different online bookstores. Consequently the searcher
may have difficulties in selecting subject headings if he uses more than one online
bookstore. The author suggests that local online bookstores may use the New Classi-
fication Scheme for Chinese Libraries as the source for search keys. Together with the
use of the CIP classification data, search interfaces can, in this way, be more coherent
and the accuracy in subject searching raised. Managers of online bookstores should
aggressively infegrate the various classification schemes being used in order to im-
prove the service of the industry as a whole.
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