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[ Abstract )

The Internet and digital reading are indispensable and important for modern people
in the 21th century. The purpose of this study is to explore the current state of digital
reading of Taiwanese adults and to investigate their digital reading behavior.

The method of telephone interviews was used in this study, with a total of 1,089
interviews successfully conducted.

We limited our participants to adults aged 20 and totally got 1,089. Most Taiwanese
adults used desktop computers as their digital reading carrier to browse the web and
query information. Half of the participants expressed that they conduct digital reading
daily. Most of the participants conducted daily digital reading at home or dorm. The
priority of the participants’ digital reading contents was news, the social network, and
contents from Internet searching engines. Some of the digital reading purposes were
entertainment. More than half of the participants prefer to read the text-based digital
contents and short articles in digital format. About half of the participants expressed
that their digital reading frequency increases after they use digital reading tools. The
participants thought that the advantage of digital reading is its accessibility at any time,
while the shortcoming of digital reading is eye fatigue.

We found that using digital reading carriers for digital reading has been very popular
in Taiwan, and gender, age, education and other demographic variables would affect the
use of digital reading carriers.
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